PACKAGING   FARM   PRODUCTS                     8;,
able lo earry or move by truck, from the warehouse to the ear, at least one crate containing 30 dozen eggs, were he to attempt to carry eggs without the help of a package it would take him about thirty times as long. In other words, without the service of packaging, middlemen who specialise in marketing eggs would probably require 30 men to load cars where they now employ one,
Nut. only a perishable product like eggs requires containers but for many other commodities like canned vegetables or other foods packaging is essential to economy in marketing, Suppose for example that canned peas were to be carried from warehouses to cars for shipment. Unaided by packages, a man cannot carry more than a fraction of what may be readily handled when properly packed in boxes. For this practical reason cotton and wool are packed into bales, fruits are placed in barrels ami boxes, potatoes are sacked, and numerous other raw materials and finished products are packaged in suitable containers.
The cost of packaging designed to facilitate handling -only is far lower than where additional objects are sought, such as the preservation of a product. Frequently one container is required to preserve an article and a second is neeessary to facilitate handling and reduce marketing cost. Thus while* peas are preserved by canning, canned peas are packaged in boxes to make handling easier and more economical The cost of the can to preserve* peas at one time amounted to 2.62 cents or 22.72 per cent of what canning factories received for a can of peas, while the box container designed to facilitate handling cost only ,6 of one cent or 5.2 per cent of nates.
It often happens that a single container serves the, twofold purpose of facilitating handling and of preserving the* product. Such is the cast* with cotton, wool, and many similar products which deteriorate if exposed. However, the primary purpose of packaging these products as now practiced